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Biography 
 
Blair was born in Pembroke, and grew up on a beef farm just outside of 
Westmeath, Ontario.  His ancestors first came to the Ottawa Valley in the 
early 1800’s.  In addition to helping his parents with field work and caring 
for livestock, Blair also had the opportunity to work as a helper at his 
father’s sawmill and shingle mill, both dogging and tailing at the sawmill, 
and edging and packing shingles. 
 
Blair attended Westmeath Public School, and Champlain High School in 
Pembroke.  He later obtained a Bachelor’s degree of Applied Science in 
Mechanical Engineering at the University of Toronto.  Blair then headed 
south to the United States where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 
Aerospace Engineering, and a Doctoral Degree in Nuclear Engineering from 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, which essentially is smack 
dab in the middle of the world’s largest corn field. 
 
Blair worked at a number of national research laboratories in the United 
States, including Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico, and at 
Brookhaven National Laboratory in Long Island, New York before his 
intuition told him that he needed to come back to the Ottawa Valley to be 
closer to his family in 2003.  Since that time he has been working as a 
Reactor Physicist at AECL – Chalk River Laboratories.  
 
Blair has been an active member of the American Nuclear Society and the 
Canadian Nuclear Society since the mid-1990’s, and has helped spearhead 
efforts at greater public outreach, especially with local grade schools and 
high schools.  He has been the Chair of the Chalk River Branch of the 
Canadian Nuclear Society since 2005, and continues to push the envelope, 
and is always looking for new opportunities to converse and communicate 
with the public. 
 


